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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, June 11, 2019, at Olmsted Falls City Hall 

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:32 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Lori Jones, Ed Gorski, and Terry Duncan were 

present.  Council Members Cornel Munteanu, Denise Nicolay and Lee Fenrich were excused. 

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Vic Nogalo, Finance 

Director, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, and Odis Rogers, Police Chief. Audience: 27.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Gorski moved to approve the minutes from the Special Council Meeting of May 22, 2019; Ms. 

Jones seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Gorski moved to approve the minutes from the Special Council Meeting of May 23, 2019; Ms. 

Duncan seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Gorski moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council meeting of May 28, 2019; Ms. 

Jones seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments 

Mayor Graven stated that currently he is handling the economic development department. He and Mr. 

Borczuch met with a gentleman who is considering opening a restaurant in Olmsted Falls.  He also 

completed some cold calling at corporations last week and was able to set up a meeting with a large 

corporation.  He also spoke with some major property owners located at major intersections within 

town and will be meeting with them.   

 

Mayor Graven stated that Ordinance 49-2019 is for a consulting agreement with Thomas Jordan & 

Associates.  He indicated that Mr. Jordan will be in attendance at the next Council meeting.  He stated 

that he believes as a city we are lucky and fortunate to have someone such as Mr. Jordan willing to 

work with us as a consultant at a reasonable cost.  He stated that Mr. Jordan is an expert in economic 

development and is currently the Director of Economic Development in North Royalton and has many 

years’ experience in both economic and community development.  He stated that Mr. Jordan has 

worked to reinvigorate neighborhoods and also bring economic progress to the greater Cleveland area 

for over a decade.  He has attracted thousands of new jobs to the communities that he has served 

including Lakewood and Cleveland.  He stated that prior to working in government Mr. Jordan was 

employed in private real estate development and non-profit institutions in the Washington DC area.  

Mr. Jordan is a native Clevelander and grew up in West Park and graduated from Xavier University.  

Mr. Jordan has been with North Royalton for over 11 years and was with the City of Lakewood from 

2004 to 2008, while he was Director of Planning & Development in Lakewood Mr. Jordan utilized 



  Approved Council Meeting Minutes 06/11/2019 

  Page 181 
 

                    

financial incentives and fee reductions to stimulate over $300 million in new development including 

two new housing developments and Phase One of a multi-million-dollar Lakewood School renovation.  

He was also involved in the Main Branch Lakewood Library as well as a number of large retail 

projects.  He stated that Mr. Jordan supervised a staff of 12 employees with an overall budget of $4.5 

million; he also administered $2.4 million in Community Development Block Grant funds.  He stated 

that Mr. Jordan was with the City of Cleveland from 1999 to 2004 in the Department of Economic 

Development.   

 

Ms. Jones stated that she has questions regarding the agreement.  Mayor Graven indicated that Ms. 

Jones could contact him in the office tomorrow.   

 

Mayor Graven stated that the news media contacted him yesterday regarding the East River access 

road closure, obviously someone contacted the media regarding the potential closing of the emergency 

access this Friday.  He wishes that the media would have been contacted back in April when the 

residents were notified.  He then read the statement that he gave to the media. “On April 1st the City 

sent a formal notice to all of the residents on East River Road, the City informed them that the usage 

of this access has recreated opposition by the Northwood cul-de-sac residents that have very valid 

concerns about both vehicle noise and safety issues.  The Northwood cul-de-sac residents believe that 

it is unsafe to allow vehicles to traverse a narrow access that is supposed to be used only for 

emergency vehicles.  The East River Road residents have had over nine weeks to either present a 

formal contract for bridge construction or make alternative arrangements to access their property. The 

June 14th at noon closing, again will be postponed if a formal contract is presented to the City signed 

by all the East River Road residents that are affected to the affect that they have agreed to build the 

bridge forthwith.”  He found a newspaper article from 1969 discussing the problems with this bridge.  

He stated that today he spoke, on the phone, with a retired Councilwoman who was on council 

approximately 20 years ago and she informed him that this same problem was discussed 20 years ago.  

He stated that everyone on the street has been aware of this problem for many years.  As we all know 

the bridge was closed four years ago so all the residents on East River Road have had four years to 

come up with a plan to build a new bridge.  Again, he does understand both sides of the issue and that 

this is a very unique problem, as he has stated at past meetings, he cannot contact another city to ask 

how they solved this type of problem.  The bottom line, this is a East River Road problem and it is not 

fair to the citizens on the Northwood cul-de-sac to transfer the problem to them as they have already 

had this problem for four years.  He has walked this cul-de-sac and there are a lot of young children 

living there.  He does believe that keeping this emergency access easement open to non-emergency 

vehicles is a very important safety issue for the people on Northwood cul-de-sac.  He is not going to 

have some child get injured on his watch.  Therefore, the access road will be closed Friday at Noon 

unless the city has a contract showing that the bridge will be built this summer so people can see light 

at the end of the tunnel and the residents can feel save in their cul-de-sac.  He stated that two weeks 

ago there was a discussion regarding purchasing a lot on West Northwood, he has done his due 

diligence and spoke with the residents of the Northwood neighborhood and they were unhappy about 

the situation.  As Mr. Guzik knows he and the Law Director previously told him, before even 

considering purchasing the lot on West Northwood as Plan B, to speak with the residents on both sides 

of the lot, but Mr. Guzik failed to speak with them.  Mayor Graven stated that he did speak with the 

two residents who have indicated that they are against this plan and he is also against it. He has to look 

out for all 9,000 people in the community and it is not fair to the people on West Northwood to 

transfer this problem to them.  These residents purchased homes on a cul-de-sac for a reason. He 

believes the city, through multiple administrations, with the last administration doing a good job 

attempting to resolve this problem. Council did a great job as they came up with a way to resolve this 
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problem and could have had the bridge built last summer but then one of the neighbors, the Nylands, 

filed a lawsuit which put a hold on the project and now we are back to square one. He has tried to do 

everything he can to come up with a solution but unfortunately 100% of the East River residents have 

not been cooperative. He stated that Mr. Guzik is trying as hard as he can but he is not a miracle 

worker and if all 9 people will not get on board there is not a lot he can do. He has to look out for the 

best interest of this community; he ran on safety and was a firefighter for 30 years so safety is my first 

priority and the safety of those children on the West Northwood cul-de-sac are his first priority. 

Secondly, some residents on East River told the news media “oh it’s a safety issue for us because 

emergency vehicles can’t get through” this is not a true statement.  We are closing access to non-

emergency vehicles; ambulances can get through. He was with the fire department when the 

ambulance drove back there so we have done our due diligence. He was also with the fire department 

when they were making sure that an attack line could be stretched to any house on East River. They 

stretched a line from the empty lot on West Northwood and from the emergency access easement to 

make sure if there is a fire, we can get attack line back there and if there is an EMS emergency, we can 

get the ambulance in. So, if you want to talk about safety the most important safety aspect is those 

kids on the West Northwood cul-de-sac. Again, under his watch he is not going to have a kid injured.  

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that there are 15 comment cards and the majority would like to speak about the 

access road closure.  There were extensive communications from Residents during the last meeting 

and he would ask to limit comments to new information, or state if you are in favor of the closure or 

not.  He would ask that everyone keep their comments to two minutes or less.   

 

Communications from Residents  

 

Bill Henzey, 9354 Rollingbrook Circle stated that he noticed on tonight’s agenda, even though he is 

not present, that Tom Jordan is being considered as the new Economic Development Director for the 

City.  As everyone has heard him previously state we need a full force effort to get economic 

development going in this community and he applauds the Mayor for going outside and potentially 

hiring a seasoned veteran who has been around the block a few times and knows the community and 

this side of town.  He believes Mr. Jordan will be a great asset to the administration and to help us 

really move everything forward with regards to economic development.   

 

Kristen Gillespie, 9671 East Northwood stated that she would like to personally thank the Mayor 

for considering the safety of her children and all the children in the cul-de-sac we are sick and tired of 

these cars and it needs to come to an end.   

 

Stephanie Hewitt – declined to speak  

 

Marie Doris stated that she lives on West Northwood. She indicated that she was going to mention a 

lot of issues that the Mayor has already addressed.  She would like to point out that when they were 

just developing these two cul-de-sac’s a road was offered to tie in and be one road but the residents of 

East River wanted to stay private and did not want anything to do with our cul-de-sac or 

development, so let’s keep it that way, you wanted to stay private then, you are private now, stay 

away from us.  She does not like to sound like that but it is really not fair to the people that have to 

handle all that traffic.  
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Robert McCoy, 24985 West Northwood stated that he has kept in touch with people regarding what 

is going on and is hopeful that a resolution will be reached.  He saw the Channel 8 story and that was 

a cause for a lot of us because there seems to be bitter opposition. We are concerned and do not know 

if this means fighting against the closing of the East Northwood or potentially fighting against some 

sort of a zoning change to allow the property that is between the Kilbane’s and him, and is something 

he would also fight or oppose.  He stands opposed and would have to say that the last time we were 

probably more worried about West Northwood but now after watching the story he would say that he 

thinks it is more of a united Northwood subdivision challenge. He does not like seeing them have the 

problem any more than he would want it next to his home.  He also congratulated the Mayor for 

getting someone in economic development, as a former business owner in Olmsted Falls he would 

like to see some good growth of business in a professional manner.  

 

Mike Wagner, 24811 West Northwood, stated that he is against the proposed West Northwood 

access as he is in unison with East Northwood and the traffic.  He will not reiterate everything the 

Mayor has already stated.  He did some research after the last Council meeting, he attended and saw 

that administrations in the past made their best effort to come to a resolution and give great 

opportunity and it just feels like there are a lot of resources being wasted on this and he hopes for the 

best.  He stated fix the bridge and move on.  

 

John Guzik, 9615 East River Road, stated that he understands that Mr. Fenrich, our ward 

representative, is out and would like to address a couple of things that he might have.  He stated that 

to the Mayor that he has two children and there are other East River Road residents whom have 

children both on the private portion as well as on the dedicated portion that is an unimproved single 

lane non-conforming street, we are residents that will drive one way or the other, he does not see how 

he can take sides and say that there is more or less of a risk or more or less of a value to the children 

on either side of this road.  Mayor Graven indicated that he is not taking sides, there is more of a 

danger in a cul-de-sac that is why these residents purchased their homes on a cul-de-sac and Mr. 

Guzik lives on a regular road, he is concerned with everyone’s children and is why he would hope 

that Mr. Guzik presents the city Friday morning with a contract for the bridge so his kids will be save 

and the Northwood residents kids will be save.  All the children will be safer when the bridge is built 

than they are today.  Mr. Guzik stated that the last three administrations have worked diligently while 

intermittently to get something resolved, as have we.  It has been repeatedly stated that we must be 

unanimous that the city was not interested in any procedure that was not a unanimous agreement 

among nine households, it is not even the same nine individuals when we started as people have 

moved in and out and yet we have had consistent opposition from at least a few.  What is our option, 

we have no legal option, if the city is unable to solve this issue and then turn it over to private 

individuals and tell us to solve it, we have tried and tried and we haven’t solved it.  Mr. Bemer 

indicated that the unimity was regarding this deadline.  He stated that he has had discussions with an 

attorney that was consulted, but is unsure if he has been retained over the last two weeks, what he 

informed this attorney is the same as what he has previously stated to Council and the residents, the 

residents need to figure out a legal way of providing some frame work to get this done, a 

homeowner’s association would be a start.  He stated that he does not want to be the one who makes 

this statement but it looks like the residents will be in litigation again.  For example, Mr. Guzik and 

the other five residents that are in the same mindset therefore, bring an action against the other three 

residents who are not and ask the court to declare the rights and responsibilities of the people on East 

River Road, they are either obligated to contribute or they are not.  If they are then everyone pays 

their fair share.  The prospect of the city picking that up, which was done before, but the Mayor did 

not feel very easy about it and he is sure that Council was not either which is why the ordinance was 
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repealed.  This is a particular situation for Mr. Guzik’s street and the residents as it is a private street, 

for whatever reason, but at this junction if you want some unsolicited advice retain a lawyer and file a 

lawsuit against the other residents who are unwilling to step up and let the court decide, then you will 

have a remedy.  Ms. Jones stated that she lives in a cul-de-sac and appreciates why you do because it 

is the same reason she lives there, there are nine people on East River Road and six want to step up 

but three don’t and those three have been the hold up.  She asked if six agree would that be good for 

Friday.  Mayor Graven replied if they have hired a contractor and will begin building the bridge.  Mr. 

Bemer stated that this is a matter of equity and splitting the cost according to everyone’s respective 

interest; he does not believe that it is fair for the six people who are in favor to absorb the entire cost.  

Mr. Guzik stated that this is a very unique situation and does understand that you cannot just ask 

someone else how they solved this type of issue.  It is particularly unique in that unlike developments 

that are private roads and have a homeowner’s association or have a roadway that is collectively 

owned, as this area was divided and plated decades ago, long before he was a resident, each 

individual property owner owns to the center line of the road, which means there are cross easements 

for each individual, there is no collective ownership of anything either by the city or by the residents.  

There are individuals who own both sides of the land that the bridge sits on, the Nylands have already 

indicated that they have no interest in the bridge or the development of a new bridge, Gayle Boesken, 

who owns the other piece of property, does not want the bridge entirely on her property for liability 

reasons. We cannot force someone to build a bridge on their property, the city cannot force someone 

to build a bridge on their property, if she objects, we cannot build a bridge. We simply are unable to. 

He cannot sue to build a bridge on somebody else’s property.  It is untenable regardless of the costs 

which are about $30,000 for engineering fees and another $170,000 by best estimates at this point to 

build the bridge, so close to a quarter of a million dollars to build something that even if there were 

six of us willing to do we cannot physically do.  This has been, as you have stated, in front of Council 

for decades and they have been unable to resolve it.  We have been given nine weeks to solve it and 

sue each other if you have to and we have been unable.  Mr. Bemer indicated that everyone has 

prescriptive easements to use the bridge.  Mr. Guzik stated that the bridge has been closed for four 

years those easements have expired.  Mr. Bemer indicated that this is why he is encouraging Mr. 

Guzik to litigate the issue and let a court decide, this will be the best remedy.  Everyone has 

prescriptive easements, the right to use the bridge has not expired because the bridge has been 

determined a hazard and should not be used. He doubts whether any common sense judge would say 

that you have lost you rights because it is unsafe. Mr. Guzik stated that similarly the residents have 

been granted use of an emergency access drive, we now have a way in and out, at least short term, 

despite an arbitrary date of that being taken away from us before a formal resolution has been 

established violates our constitutional right of access to our properties.  He stated that we do have an 

agreement and we have six signatures on a sheet of paper and that paper is for an attorney. 

Unfortunately, it is not for a bridge, he would much rather have those six signatures on a contract for 

a bridge.  He stated that we really do not want a legal battle, either between our individual residents 

or between the residents and the city, that is not in any of our best interests but we are afraid that we 

are going to end up there. We will certainly be back in front of you because we need access to our 

homes, if we cannot do it across the bridge, we will be in front of you again requesting it some other 

way.  Mayor Graven stated that the city cannot force residents on the Northwood cul-de-sac to allow 

non-emergency vehicles to go in between their houses therefore we will stick to our deadline.  Mr. 

Stibich suggested getting a contract and speaking with the Mayor and Law Director before the end of 

the week.  

 

Brian Chitester, 9745 East Northwood stated that he is not a homeowner but has lived in this area 

as long as everyone else.  He walked down East River a couple of days ago and took a video of the 
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condition of both the bridge and the road.  He stated that no matter what the residents decide, whether 

it is a bridge or the not so approved by the residents in the Northwood development, a driveway down 

West Northwood, since 2013 he has used the easement and East River to walk to the high school 

because it was safer than leaving his development and walking down Sprague Road.  He bikes a lot, 

because he does not drive, and the big thing is when he would travel down the road he could count 

numerous times when he crashed or almost crashed because of the road and that was in 2012 and 

2013.  Their street has been in disrepair for years before this access road was allowed to be used and 

his question he hopes Council will pose to them is the upkeep factor for no matter what because he is 

concerned that no matter what happens we are just going to end up back here again in 20 or 30 years 

because of the concern of residents not willing or not able to keep up with the demands of 

infrastructure like that.  

 

Mark Pollack, 24823 West Northwood thanked the Mayor and does agree with him.  He also 

congratulated him for finding someone for economic development.  He would also like to bring up 

the fact that with our friends on East River if resolve does not happen quickly unfortunately, they will 

be selling their homes for much less than the value that they paid for them and what kind of element 

will move in will they have to 30% down, he believes we should be cognizant of that issue as well.  If 

there is anything, he can do to help Mr. Guzik he will, he believes there is a lot more to look at as we 

do not want the whole neighborhood to go into disrepair.   

 

Michelle Kilbane, 24955 West Northwood stated that she would like to reiterate her opposition to 

moving the problem from East River to Northwood or to West Northwood.  She truly believes this is 

a East River Road problem and East River Road needs to come up with a solution.  She thanked the 

Mayor, particularly the point about contacting the individuals that live on both sides of that lot.  She 

saw in the meeting minutes that it was suggested numerous times but it was never done and she does 

appreciate him bringing that to her attention.   

 

Martin Kilbane, 24955 West Northwood stated that he sympathizes with Mr. Guzik but when he 

moved into his neighborhood, he saw how the street was before he purchased his home.  Before he 

purchased his home, we were told that it would be a cul-de-sac.  He indicated to back up Ms. Doris’ 

statement the East River Road residents had an opportunity to build onto his street but they did not 

want to pay for sewer systems, the sidewalks and everything else that would come with it so this 

could have been solved 20 years and then he would have had the option to purchase his home with 

another street connecting to East River.  He agrees with his wife that this is a East River problem not 

a West Northwood or Northwood problem.  Their kids are just as important as ours with regard to 

safety.   

 

Mayor Graven stated that he would like to thank the residents living in the cul-de-sac on Northwood 

for being both very patient and good neighbors.  This problem has been going on for years and they 

have been very neighborly to the residents on East River. When the city opened up the access road to 

non-emergency vehicles, they could have sued them or the city to put a stop to it but they didn’t, 

instead of suing they were good neighbor’s and were patient. He stated that common sense dictates 

that this cannot go on forever. Therefore, on behalf of the city he would like to applaud all those 

residents living in the Northwood cul-de-sac both for being understanding and good neighbors to the 

East River residents. He hopes that the residents on East River can also be kind neighbors to those 

residents on Northwood and understand that you cannot keep driving through their backyards and 

need to solve the problem forthwith.  
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Julie Clum, 24895 West Northwood thanked the Mayor and Council for allowing her to speak.  She 

would like to reiterate everything her friends and neighbor’s on West Northwood have said that we 

oppose having any kind of a driveway or access road coming into our cul-de-sac.  She stated that her, 

her husband and son have been residents on this street for 18 years, we purchased knowing we were 

going to have a family and wanted to live in a safe cul-de-sac street. She does sympathize with our 

friends on East Northwood Drive and knows what they have been going through.  We walk our dog 

over there and she has sympathized with the neighbor’s over there having cars come in and out, she 

has seen a lot of cars race in and out of there, first hand, and she does not blame them for being upset.  

She stated that she opposes anything having to do with keeping that access road open and certainly 

not having any kind of a road or driveway going out from our cul-de-sac into East River Road.  She 

stated that at the last meeting someone mentioned that if there was a home that was built on the empty 

lot then we wouldn’t even be here or open for discussion.  This is a East River Road problem and she 

does not understand why a bridge just can’t be built as this has been going on for 20 years, lets get it 

resolved.  

 

Robert Krupka, 9700 E. Northwood stated that he has spoken a number of times here and does not 

have a lot to add.  He would like to mention that sometimes inaction is pretty easy, and he is not 

saying that to Mr. Guzik as he knows he has been putting in a ton of work and knows getting 9 people 

to agree on anything is an uphill battle.  He can respect putting a hard deadline and putting some teeth 

into getting a contract because sometimes that is what it takes to get people to move, the pain of what 

you have to deal with after the fact is a lot easier than just kicking the can down the road and hoping 

that you will have a path to continue to drive over.  He is support of closing down the access road and 

knows it will be extremely difficult for a lot of the families there and is hoping that we can come to 

some sort of a meeting in the middle and get everyone to come back down to earth and say this has 

been a problem that we have just ignored for too long and its time to do something about it.  

 

Colleen McGreevey, 9620 E. River Road, N. stated that currently we do not have a set agreement 

though many of us are trying extremely hard to get one.  Currently we have six people who are 

willing to participate and in agreement.  With the price of an HS 20 bridge we will be losing one 

participate if the price increases.  The dedicated portion of East River does not allow for large 

vehicles so she is unsure why we need an HS 20 they are generally at least 30 feet wide and we would 

have 14 feet so many companies are unwilling to put a bridge to those standards.  She is asking that 

the City rethink the construction of the bridge and instead allow us to build a standard vehicular 

bridge. This would allow for those of us who are willing to pay to bring the price down, she would 

also like to ask Council to think about changing the assessment from a 20-year assessment to a 25-

year assessment. Again, she believes this will help bring down the monthly cost.  She herself is a 

public-school teacher and $40,000 for a bridge is a lot.  She is on board with finding a permanent 

solution but the price and lack of companies to work with us is making it difficult.  

 

James Haas, 24850 West Northwood stated that he has been a resident now for six years.  It is a 

very nice neighborhood and quiet and we appreciate that which is why we bought in the area.  

Obviously, we have little kids and there is probably about 20 kids under the age of 18 in the 

neighborhood that run around everyday and he appreciates everything the city is doing.   

 

Joy Kosco, 9674 East Northwood stated that she is the white house right next to the access road and 

has lived there the entire time that this has taken place.  We have all been impacted but she is the 

most impacted, significantly, with noise, litter, you name it. She was ready to put up a flashing truck 

stop sign by the house.  She stated that she was patient otherwise you would know her face by now.  
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She has a few questions, the first question is the maintenance of the road and the storm drain and 

leveling it out appropriately and maintaining it as it was prior to the road opening once it is closed.  It 

is a significant eyesore and she handed over a picture of what the road look like prior to its opening.  

The picture shows how much soil is missing because the front of her lot was level and her fence was 

level.  The gas company came out to see if any of the gas pipes were exposed sometime in April, they 

are monitoring the line because it is not that deep in the ground.  Mayor Graven indicated that he 

spoke with the Service Director about this issue this morning.  Ms. Kosco stated that the city owns 

the access road and she wants it maintained the way it was before.  She stated that in our cul-de-sac 

contains a total of eight (8) parcels, we pay $51,212.00, before the new value increase, so considering 

just our cul-de-sac, just eight (8) parcels of this street gets that kind of revenue towards the taxes, she 

thinks the access road can be maintained so it is not an eyesore or an embarrassment when we have 

company.  She stated that she is looking forward to that and will mark it on the calendar for the 

countdown as to how nice that road is going to look one day and have it leveled out so the water does 

not go into her yard.  Mayor Graven indicated that once we can keep non-emergency vehicles from 

traveling on it we can get is fixed to the way it was.  Ms. Kosco stated that when the position of the 

chain is near the sidewalk it creates an opportunity for cars, this is even prior to the access road being 

opened, for some unknown reason cars would come around and they would drive over top of our 

lawns, believe it or not, so the placement of the chain might want to be considered.  She suggested 

putting it at the end of her fence and she is sure her neighbor would agree.  This is just a suggestion 

either that or she wouldn’t mind a nice big boulder as a thank you for putting up with the traffic.  She 

asked if the residents on East River would be permitted to park on East or West Northwood.  Mayor 

Graven indicated that the letter sent to the resident’s states “please be advised that there will be no 

parking of vehicles on or near the Northwood cul-de-sac at any time of day.”  Chief Rogers indicated 

that any public street he cannot enforce someone from parking on the street other than existing 

ordinance covered things such as: overnight parking from 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m., cannot park on any 

city street, other than private roads, hydrant side, and if you want to really crack open the parking 

code there are quite a few others that he will be the first to say are not entirely enforced every day, for 

example, 10 feet from a driveway.  He believes everyone here tonight would get a parking ticket at 

some point of the week or month for that type of parking.  He stated that if you wish for the police 

department to vigorously enforce the parking code, he can, we respond to every call and every 

complaint.  He stated that the codes that are enforced vigorously are the 2-6 overnight and the hydrant 

side for obvious reasons.  Ms. Kosco asked what would be the steps of action if there is a car and we 

need it removed would we contact the police.  Chief Rogers indicated that the department will not 

tow a vehicle but we will ticket the vehicle.  He asked if Ms. Kosco wanted to park on the street.  Ms. 

Kosco replied she does not but if she sees someone from East River and they are one minute over the 

timeline and she calls what happens to the vehicle will it be towed or ticketed.  Chief Rogers 

indicated that an officer will respond and we will treat it like any other car on any other street, any 

other part of the year, what often happens is a citation is written, sometimes an officer will pull up 

behind a car and the owner appears and will place their vehicle in the driveway so the ticket will not 

be written.  Let’s be frank, Ms. Kosco is talking about residents from East River Road parking on her 

side of the street.  Chief Rogers replied that the vehicle would be issued a ticket.  Ms. Kosco stated 

that if the empty lot is zoned residential there are building requirements so a road cannot be placed 

there.  She believes the requirements are 2500 square foot home and the garage has to be attached, 

cemented driveway, etc.  If you contact the building department they will give you all the restrictions 

on the lot, if it is zoned residential and a home has to be built there so she does not foresee anything 

happening there unless they are going to build a nice big home that they have to walk around and go 

into the back.  Mr. Bemer indicated that she is on the right track regarding some of the hurdles they 

would have to be overcome through Planning Commission, there certainly may be a need for a 
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variance, if zoned residential single family.  Ms. Kosco asked if the bridge would be knocked down.  

The reason why she is asking is because kids will be kids and she does not want to see someone get 

hurt and the bridge has been condemned for quite some time so one would think that it would be 

enforced to have this bridge removed because what if they attempt to use the bridge.  Ms. Jones asked 

if it was condemned from walking or driving.  Mr. Borczuch indicated that he is unsure, again, this 

bridge does rest on private property so you would be trespassing on someone’s property if you were 

to go through there.  Ms. Kosco stated that she was curious from a liability point of view.  

 

Mr. McCoy stated that he is aware of the 2 am parking violation but as he recalls, he does not know if 

this is an ordinance, something that says if you know someone will be staying, for example out of 

town guests, if you contact the police department and ask they will permit overnight parking, he 

would wants to make sure that this does not become a loophole for long term parking.  He contacted 

the police department a few years ago when he had out of town guests and they were both permitted 

to park in the cul-de-sac so would this be a potential loophole for people to park overnight.  Chief 

Rogers replied that in the 18 years he has been with the department we grant parking permission 

whenever it is asked and that covers overnight guests to having a new driveway put in and cannot 

park on it for two weeks.  He completely understands the concern, insomuch as he wants to have 

compassion for the residents on East River, there will not be extended parking granted, it would 

continue to be on a day-to-day basis, depending on the reasons stated.  For example, if a resident calls 

and says that there kids are back from school and they need permission for a night, permission would 

be granted, if someone for East River calls and states they want to leave their vehicle parked there for 

the next two weeks because they have no place else to put it he believes the Mayor and him would 

have to have a conversation to determine if permission would be granted.  He does not want to be 

accused of selectively enforcing an ordinance or selectively granting.  We will continue to grant 

permission on a daily basis.  

 

Ms. Kilbane asked why this has to be such a heavy duty bridge, couldn’t it just be for their cars and 

then the bigger emergency vehicles that need a little more of a substantial road can use the emergency 

access, this way it is less expensive and they get their bridge.  Mayor Graven indicated that earlier 

today he and the service director spoke with the city engineer.  Mr. Borczuch indicated that he does 

not have all the professional terms but the HS 20 is a standard rating for bridges so anything that 

carries a certain load limit would have to be able to cross the bridge.  For example, septic cleaners, 

delivery trucks or if someone is getting a new driveway a concrete truck, so this bridge would have to 

carry that vehicle which is why it would have to meet the HS 20 standard.  Ms. Jones asked if the 

bridge did that before.  Mr. Borczuch replied no, but sidewalks 20 years ago did not have ADA but 

now they do, so you have to upgrade to the newer standards set by the state.  Ms. Kilbane stated that 

if a vehicle did exceed the weight limit couldn’t they use the access road, with the city’s permission, 

to use for certain vehicles.  Mr. Borczuch replied that this would have to be something that all the city 

departments would have to discuss.   

 

Chief Rogers indicated that if the access road is closed Friday at noon and a chain is put up this will 

then become a closed road, if anyone drives on it, that is not an emergency vehicle, they will be 

charged with driving on a closed road.  He does not foresee problems but does want to be fair and 

make sure everyone is aware.  He has already instructed the department of what is going on and that 

they are to enforce driving on a closed road on that road.  This is a minor misdemeanor but if you 

have a second conviction in a one-year period then it becomes a M-4. 

 

The meeting recessed at 8:35 p.m. for five minutes.  The meeting resumed at 8:42 p.m. 
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Approval of Bills: 
Ms. Jones moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2019-11; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief  
Chief Rogers stated that the K-9 fundraiser was held on June 1st and it was successful.  He would like 

to thank everyone from the city who participated, donated or purchased tickets.  We raised $8,000 for 

our K-9 program and this money will go a long way when it comes time to outfit one of our SUV’s 

with a different cage insert.  He wanted to thank all the members of City Hall who donated and sold 

tickets it was very helpful.  The evening was very humbling to see the kind of turn out as we had 177 

people attending with over 200 tickets purchased.   

 

He stated that on June 3rd, a little ahead of schedule, K-9 Gauge tested to become certified as a special 

purpose K-9 and he passed with no problem and we know have a working K-9 in the city.  He is 

certified in evidence search, narcotics detection, and tracking.  He stated that if any Council member 

is interested in what went into the certifications and what he had to do he has all the information.  Ms. 

Duncan asked if one of the trainings when all the dogs are together could be done in Olmsted Falls.  

Chief Rogers indicated that one was held in Olmsted Falls at the Baptist Church.  He stated that the 

K-9’s train every Thursday.  Community Police Officer Hinckley allowed the training group to use 

the Baptist Church and next time we train in Olmsted Falls he will inform Council.  

 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  
Mr. Borczuch indicated that he has one requisition for approval this evening and that is to Alba 

Contractors for the 2019 concrete program.  This will finish up Hickory and Ironwood in the Flair 

Development.  Prices came in lower than the anticipated amount at $244,995.  Included is a letter of 

recommendation from the City Engineer.  

 

Mr. Gorski moved to approve a requisition to Alba Contractor’s for the 2019 concrete program in an 

amount not to exceed $244,995.00; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Borczuch indicated that preparation work for the Vietnam Memorial is moving slowly due to 

weather.  He does anticipate all preparation work will be completed in time except for the grass 

plantings.  

 

He reminded Council that the Flags of Honor will be taking place Friday, June 21st at 6:00 p.m. He is 

still looking for volunteers to perform flag watch from Saturday around 4:00 p.m. through the 

morning.  Volunteers would be greatly appreciated.  

 

Vic Nogalo, Finance Director – No Report 

 

Councilman Ed Gorski, Ward I  
Mr. Gorski moved to acknowledge receipt of the monthly Mayor’s Court report for May of 2019; 

Ms. Jones seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Councilwoman Terry Duncan, Ward III 

Ms. Duncan stated that the summer concerts in the park are being scheduled.  She has a band contract 

that she would like Council to approve.  

 

Ms. Duncan moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement with Sunset Harmony and approve 

payment of $800.00 for the June 30th music in the park event; Ms. Jones seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  

 

Council Pro-Tempore Lori Jones – No Report 

 

Council President Paul Stibich  
Mr. Stibich indicated that the Fire Chief is busy with the boy scouts helping them obtain a merit 

badge and is unable to be present this evening.   

 

Mr. Gorski moved to approve a requisition to Warren Fire Equipment for turnout gear in an amount 

not to exceed $17,890.00; Ms. Jones seconded.   

 

Ms. Jones asked if this request has been placed in the amended appropriations.  Mr. Nogalo indicated 

that the department has $37,000 originally budgeted and the Fire Chief has asked for an increase.  Mr. 

Stibich indicated that the Chief has a lot of equipment he would like to upgrade and maintain.  Mr. 

Nogalo replied that was correct.  Mayor Graven indicated that a lot of this is preventative 

maintenance.  Mr. Nogalo indicated that the Chief has suggested not purchasing fire gear for the part 

time employees but rather lease the equipment for them.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Gorski moved to approve a requisition to Fallsway for the list of repairs and preventative 

maintenance to Engine 4 in an amount not to exceed $20,000.00; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 4 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director – No Report  

 

Old Business  

 

Resolution 14-2019 

A RESOLUTION TO FORM THE OLMSTED JOINT RECREATION DISTRICT 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS AND OLMSTED TOWNSHIP AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  Tabled on Third Reading (3/12/19) 

 

Remained Tabled. 

 

Ordinance 33-2019 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1470.10 OF THE OLMSTED FALLS 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES ENTITLED “ESTABLISHMENT OF DESIGNATED 

WATERCOURSES AND RIPARIAN SETBACK” AND SECTION 1470.11 ENTITLED 

“ESTABLISHMENT OF WETLAND SETBACKS” AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  

Third Reading (Referred to the Planning and Zoning Commission 05/28/2019) 

 

Mr. Gorski moved to table; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Resolution 36-2019  

A RESOLUTION SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY THE QUESTION 

OF THE RENEWAL OF AN EXISTING 1.0-MILL TAX LEVY FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

PROVIDING FOR PARKS MAINTENANCE AND PURCHASE OF PLAYGROUND 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE PARKS OF THE CITY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   

Third Reading 

 

Mr. Gorski moved to amend Resolution 36-2019 by substitution with Resolution 36-2019 

(AMENDED); Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Gorski moved to 

adopt; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 38-2019 (AMENDED) 

A RESOLUTION SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY THE QUESTION 

OF THE RENEWAL OF AN EXISTING 2.0-MILL TAX LEVY FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

PROVIDING AND MAINTAINING FIRE APPARATUS, APPLIANCES AND 

EMERGENCY RESCUE EQUIPMENT OR SOURCES OF WATER SUPPLY AND 

MATERIALS THEREFOR OR THE PAYMENT OF PERMANENT, PART-TIME OR 

VOLUNTEER FIREMEN OR FIRE-FIGHTING COMPANIES TO OPERATE THE SAME, 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  Third Reading 

 
Mr. Gorski moved to adopt; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 40-2019 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 

EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE PERIOD 

COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2019 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2019. REPEALING 

ORDINANCE 71-2018, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   Second Reading 

 

Ms. Jones indicated that Mr. Nogalo needs to be prepared for the meeting on June 18th in order for 

Council to adopt the legislation on June 25th.  She would ask for detailed line items in a spreadsheet.  

Mr. Nogalo replied yes.  

 

New Business  

 

Ordinance 41-2019 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ACQUIRE A TEMPORARY WORK 

ACCESS EASEMENT FOR INSTALLATION OF SANITARY SEWER AND 

APPURTENANCES FROM SCOTT & SANDRA GRAHAM PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 

281-06-020; CHRISTINE KLEPEK PERMANET PARCEL NO. 281-06-001; HAMILTON 

& KRISTIN BAJZER PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 281-06-021 AND BRUCE & FONDA 

HOSTA PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 281-06-002 IN ORDER TO CONSTRUCT THE 

PHASE V SANITARY SEWER PROJECT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First 

Reading 

 

Ms. Jones moved to discuss; Mr. Gorski seconded.  Voice vote: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Ms. Jones asked if waiting to approve the easements would interfere with the sewer project.  Mr. 

Borczuch indicated that waiting until the next Council meeting would not affect the project.  

 

Ordinance 42-2019 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ACQUIRE A PERMANENT 

SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT FOR INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 

SANITARY SEWER AND APPURTENANCES FROM BRIAN BURYANEK, 

PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 281-02-008; JOSEPH DESANTO, PERMANENT PARCEL 

NO. 281-02-007; ANTOINETTE VITELLO, PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 281-03-024; 

AND CHRISTINE KLEPEK, PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 281-06-001 IN ORDER TO 

CONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN THE PHASE V SANITARY SEWER PROJECT AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY     First Reading 

 

Mr. Gorski moved to discuss; Ms. Jones seconded.  Voice vote: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Gorski asked why there was a duplicate plot number on 41-2019 and 42-2019.  Mr. Borczuch 

indicated that one is for a temporary easement and one is a permanent easement.  Mr. Stibich asked if 

one of the easement’s was for the River Road pumping station and then the property on Cook Road.  

Ms. Jones asked if the residents are willing to sign the easements.  Ms. Duncan indicated that they 

have agreed to the easements.   

 

Ordinance 43-2019      

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO SELL CERTAIN SURPLUS VACANT 

LAND KNOWN AS 25700 BRONSON AVENUE, PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 291-05-

008; PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 291-18-031 AND 291-18-032, LOCATED ON 

TYNDALL FALLS, OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, DECLARING SAID SURPLUS VACANT 

LAND TO NO LONGER BE NECESSARY FOR PUBLIC USE AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Ordinance 44-2019 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ACQUIRE A PERMANENT 

SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT FOR INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 

SANITARY SEWER AND APPURTENANCES FROM BRUCE AND FONDA HOSTA, 

PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 281-06-002 IN ORDER TO CONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN 

THE PHASE V SANITARY SEWER PROJECT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   

First Reading 

 

Ordinance 45-2019 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE RATE TO BE PAID BY RESIDENTIAL 

PROPERTY OWNERS IN FISCAL YEAR 2020 FOR RESIDENTIAL SOLID WASTE 

COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL, AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE DIRECTOR 

OF FINANCE TO CERTIFY THE COSTS OF SAME TO THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY 

FISCAL OFFICER FOR PLACEMENT ON THE TAX DUPLICATE FOR COLLECTION 

WITH OTHER CITY TAXES IN 2020 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First 

Reading  

 

 

 



  Approved Council Meeting Minutes 06/11/2019 

  Page 193 
 

                    

Resolution 46-2019 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF CONTROLLING THE BLIGHT 

AND DISEASE OF SHADE TREES WITHIN PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY, AND FOR 

PLANTING, MAINTAINING, TRIMMING AND REMOVING SHADE TREES IN AND 

ALONG THE STREETS OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS; ESTABLISHING A 

SINGLE DISTRICT FOR THAT PURPOSE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS 

OF SECTION 727.011 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE; PROVIDING FOR THE 

ASSESSMENT OF THE COST OF THOSE SERVICES AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Ms. Jones moved to discuss; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Voice vote: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ms. Jones asked if the residents currently paying for shade trees in our property taxes.  Mr. Nogalo 

replied yes and this assessment generates approximately $34,000 and the street lighting generates 

approximately $110,000 in revenue.  He stated that the city estimates that we will spend $110,000 for 

street lighting yearly.  The Shade Tree amount is determined by the service director.  For example, 

the mills state 1.8 and we take the valuation of all the taxable properties and exonerate schools and 

the city.  Ms. Jones asked if this was a type of levy that was previously voted on.  Mr. Nogalo 

indicated that Council votes on this assessment every two years.  Ms. Jones asked if this had to pass 

by a vote of Council and not the electorate.  Ms. Duncan asked if this legislation is subject to HB 920.  

Mr. Nogalo replied no.  Ms. Duncan stated that then every two years we can increase the amount 

being collected even though we are not increasing the tax.  Mr. Nogalo replied that this is similar to 

refuse, on the refuse we put an amount and these assessments state a millage without any HB 920.  

He stated that when the millage was added the amount being collected increased from $33,000 to 

$36,000.  

 

Resolution 47-2019 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE NECESSITY FOR PROVIDING FOR THE 

PAYMENT OF STREET LIGHTING IN THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, THE 

COST OF WHICH WILL BE PAID BY SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS UPON ALL 

PROPERTIES BENEFITED AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Resolution 48-2019 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TAX BUDGET OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, 

OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2020 AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY  First Reading  

 

Ordinance 49-2019  

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF 

OLMSTED FALLS, TO ENTER INTO A CONSULTING AGREEMENT WITH T. 

JORDAN AND ASSOCIATES, LLC FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RELATED TO 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Ms. Jones stated that she has some recommendations and comments regarding the contract and 

Exhibit “B” and she would like to clarify some issues.  She will be contacting Mr. Bemer regarding 

these recommendations.  Ms. Jones stated that Mr. Gorski also had some comments and we will 

discuss these with the law director during the week.  
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Miscellaneous New Business  

Ms. Duncan indicated that Resolution 141-2002 was distributed to Council.  This resolution lists the 

costs that the city spent out of the park and recreation fund to purchase the property on Columbia 

Road.  She would like to see some legislation so that Council does not have to keep going back to the 

2002 legislation that will actually begin paying back the park and recreation fund when the city sells 

property rather than have it on the books forever.  Mr. Bemer indicated that he believes there were 

three ordinances from 1999 to 2002 dealing with the purchase of the land and part was used for the 

fire department and new service garage.  Ms. Duncan indicated that there were various funds used, 

not all of it came from the park and recreation fund.  Ms. Jones stated that there was a certain amount 

from the park and recreation fund and from what she understands is that the intent back then was that 

the park and recreation fund would get the money back when the land was sold and we want to make 

sure, if Ms. Duncan retires from Council, that everyone remembers that the fund is due a payback.  

Ms. Duncan stated that the legislation states that the Director of Finance is authorized to charge the 

108 Parks and Development Maintenance Levy Fund $237,829.00 and that is pretty specific.  Mr. 

Bemer replied yes.  He would like to discuss with the Mayor and Finance Director regarding the 

city’s particular needs at this point rather than replenishing funds that were used for other purposes, 

for example, we have on the agenda today vacant parcels to be sold but they were not related to the 

2002 or the 1999 purchase, and he believes this will be a matter of financial necessity and where best 

to use the funds.  Ms. Jones stated that selling land is not a recurring.  She stated that Ralph Perk sold 

off all the assets in Cleveland and then when the city had no more assets the city had financial issues.  

She does not want Olmsted Falls to run into these financial issues.  Selling off properties is not 

always the best way to fix a problem with a short-term quick fix because that only takes care of this 

year.  We are saying that this money is not in our budget anyway so Ms. Duncan is suggesting if we 

sell some of the land a certain percentage should be placed back into the fund with a final payment 

made when the land by the fire station is sold.  Mr. Gorski stated that Council had a very productive 

work session with members of the Park and Recreation Board who he is sure can find practical uses 

for money going into these funds as well as Mr. Borczuch.  Ms. Jones stated that Ms. Duncan is not 

asking for a meeting but rather an ordinance.  Mr. Borczuch stated that the legislation request is more 

of a reminder of what is owed so we are not looking back 20 years to find the number; whether or not 

property that is general wise should go back towards the parks fund is a different story.  Ms. Jones 

indicated that the general fund borrowed the money from the park and recreation fund so it doesn’t 

matter how it is paid back.  Mr. Borczuch replied he does understand.  Ms. Duncan indicated that she 

believes this is worth a discussion and legislation.  Ms. Jones indicated that this is not a debate 

Council is requesting legislation.  

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

 

Mr. Gorski moved to adjourn; Ms. Jones seconded.  Poll: 4 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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